
March 20, 2020 

 

Members of the Montgomery Community, 

 

The Board of Trustees is delighted to announce its unanimous endorsement of the appointment of Tom 

McManus to succeed Sally Keidel as Montgomery’s next Head of School, effective July 1, 2020. The selection 

of Tom as our Head-elect is the culmination of an extensive search in which the Search Committee—with the 

help of our consultants Robert Vitalo and Burke Zalosh of Carney, Sandoe & Associates—screened dozens of 

applications, interviewed seven semi-finalists, and brought three finalists to campus for two-day visits to 

essentially meet every constituent group in our school community.  

 

During the search process, we were astounded not only by the enthusiastic feedback we received about Tom, 

but also by the extent to which his qualities and skills matched those that our community members clearly 

articulated they were looking for in Montgomery’s next Head of School. Tom is a seasoned academic leader 

who is passionate about his philosophy and beliefs. He possesses a love of children and has a deep appreciation 

for the distinctive environment that Montgomery has created and sustained. He also brings creative insight 

and a high energy level for leading Montgomery School into its next chapter.  

 

Tom comes to us from the Revolution School in Philadelphia, where he serves as the CEO and Head of Mission. 

As a founding member of the leadership team, Tom contributed to the establishment and exponential growth 

of the school by promoting mission-driven partnerships, building a framework to ensure the organization’s 

success, and overseeing the day-to-day operations of the school. Prior to joining the Revolution School, Tom 

spent six years as a high school principal at Mid-Pacific Institute in Honolulu, HI. Tom also previously served 

as the Head of Upper School at St. Paul’s School for Boys in Brooklandville, MD, from 2009-2012, and in 

various roles at The Tatnall School in Wilmington, DE -- Assistant Head of the Upper School, Director of 

Studies, Director of College Counseling, English teacher and Theater Director -- from 2000-2009. Prior to his 

time at Tatnall, he taught English and served as a College Advisor at Groton School and was a Senior Regional 

Director of Admissions at the University of Pennsylvania. Originally from New England, Tom graduated from 

University of Pennsylvania and received his master’s degree in private school leadership from Columbia 

University, Teachers College.  

 

We very much look forward to welcoming Tom and his wife Micheline McManus, an English teacher and 

Theater Director at Wilmington Friends School (DE), to the Montgomery community. They have four children: 

one in college, one in high school, one in middle school, and a toddler. We are still in the planning stages, but 

there will be opportunities over the next few months to meet and get to know Tom as his official start date in 

July approaches.  

 

As we make this exciting announcement, we would like to thank you for your enthusiasm and engagement in 

the search process. The input provided by so many of you along the way was an essential part of the 

committee’s evaluation. With strategic focus, heart, and intellectual rigor, Patty Dahm P’15 and Kristine Ilaria 

P’23 ’29 led our committee, comprised of Harry Carpenter P’12,’13,’17, Trustee, Taryn Conroy, P’26, School 

Counselor, Julie Diaz, P’15,‘18,‘27, Paul Gilbert P'17,'20, 23, Treasurer, Board of Trustees, Michele Long 

P'24,'26, Trustee, Kami Mulzet, 6th Grade Social Studies Teacher and Marketing Assistant, and myself, toward 

a tremendous conclusion. I am indebted to them for the combined 900+ people hours and immeasurable good 

will they devoted to our process.  

 

 

https://www.carneysandoe.com/


 

 

 

Finally, we would like to thank Sally Keidel for her leadership and stewardship of our mission, promise, and 

beliefs for the past six years. Under her leadership, the School and community made significant 

accomplishments around the growth of the Annual Fund, enhancements to curriculum, securing 

reaccreditation from the Pennsylvania Association of Independent Schools, and improving digital presence 

through outreach and social media efforts. Together, we launched our Excellence Within Reach Initiative, 
which led to strong enrollment surges the last two years. As we prepare to express our appreciation and bid 

Sally the fondest of farewells, it is with great anticipation that our community looks forward to welcoming Tom 

to Montgomery School.  

 

Warmly,  

 

Staci Williams Seeley 

Chair, Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



March 20, 2020 

 

Dear Montgomery School Students, Families, and Friends, 

 

It is with great joy and humility that I accept the Board of Trustees’ invitation to 

become Montgomery’s next Head of School. I am so grateful for the warm 

reception extended to me at each stage of the search process. Thank you for 

introducing me to your lives and the Montgomery community during my 

interviews and visits. I can’t wait to see you again, and to meet many of you for 

the first time. 

 

As I write to you, I am spending much more time with my own family as we all 

work and learn from home, adjusting to our new “normal.” Each of my four 

children has a different set of needs and perspectives, and, though this time with them is precious, they all 

miss their teachers and friends from school. A great school -- one that is the right fit for your child -- is a 

partner in our parenting. Montgomery is that partner to you for so many reasons. Every child is known 

and encouraged to strive for their personal excellence in all facets of their education. Learning is 

embraced as an exciting, shared endeavor between teachers and students, and, most important, you are 

part of a community where everyone feels safe and welcomed. It is through these partnerships that we 

build a language of trust and understanding that magnifies our ability to ignite a love of learning, foster 

talents, and prepare our kids for success.  

 

As the events unfolding around us demonstrate, there is power in community to tackle even the most 

formidable challenges. From practicing responsible distancing, to checking on neighbors and friends, to 

supporting first responders and local businesses, young people and adults alike can make a real 

difference. Montgomery is a special place precisely because of its belief in possibility and constant 

renewal. In the weeks and months to come, we all have an opportunity to express in our words and 

actions what is best about Montgomery School and its values. Even apart from one another, the 

Montgomery community can partner to hold up the ideals of personal integrity, responsibility and service 

to others.  

 

Yet, like you, I look forward to crossing Pickering Creek once again. Although we don’t know the exact 

date, the time to reunite and celebrate will surely come. In the meantime, I will be working closely with 

current Head of School Sally Keidel, the faculty and staff, and the Board of Trustees to ensure 

Montgomery’s continued excellence and a smooth transition. An enduring image I have of my last visit to 

Montgomery was of children in school uniforms covered with grass stains, a representation of the promise 

of childhood under construction! At this time of rolling up our sleeves and working together as a 

community, I am honored to be part of your team. 

 

With Gratitude, 

 

Tom McManus 

Incoming Head of School 


